
milk, juice, waffles, snacks, 
chicken nuggets, sausage 
and biscuits, graham honey 
bars, instant refried pinto 
beans, instant mashed pota-
toes, chocolate chip cookies, 
and much more.

The next day, Friday, is 
preparation day. The assem-
bly belts are lined with more 
than 60 workers who pre-
pare the food for packaging. 
Somehow, scores of items 
are separated into breakfasts 
and lunches and wind up at 
the end in individual box-
es — one for each student. 
Each box contains breakfast 

Lee’s Concrete Materials, 
673-9189

Leighton’s Jewelers, 674-
8036 (By appointment)

Madera Ag, 665-2300
Madera Animal Hospital, 

674-9871
Madera Auto Center Ser-

vice Department, 674-9000  
Madera Blinds & Shutters 

Kevin Massetti, 706-2459 
(By appointment only)

Madera Cleaners & Laun-
dry, 674-8831 

Madera Ford & Service, 
661-5405 

Madera Glass & Body 
Shop, 674-8559

Madera Small Engine Re-
pair, 661-4480

Master Storage, 664-3910
The Madera Tribune, 674-

2424

Air Quality Index
MAD: 51 Moderate (O3)
FRE: 87 Moderate (O3)
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By Corrie Valdez
The Madera Tribune

The Madera Tribune be-
lieves by supporting each 
other we will get through 
this COVID-19 virus togeth-
er. Our businesses play an 
essential part in our com-
munity. Thank You for being 
open to serve customers.

If you have or know of a 
business that is open but not 
on this list, email Corrie Val-
dez, at cvaldez@maderatri-
bune.net. New names will be 
added weekly in Saturday’s 
edition of The Madera Tri-
bune newspaper. Please call 
local businesses for details.

47th Place Carpet, 674-
4621

Braga Organic Farms/The 
Nut Shop, 661-2101

Foster & Parker Insur-
ance, 674-8536 (By appoint-
ment only)

Garza Plumbing & Build-
ing Contractor Inc., 674-
7082

General Building Supply/
GBS, 674-8542

George’s Auto Supply, 
673-5117

Gill Auto Service Dept., 
674-5661

Gong Chiropractic, 673-
8888 

Granite Mountain, 438-
2100

Great Beginnings Learn-
ing Center, 675-3930

GT Auto Center ,673-9900
Habitat Restore, 395-4011
Holidays Auto Service, 

674-4316
Kuchenbecker Tractor, 

674-2496

Brian’s Heating & Air, 
675-1681

California Grill, 831-2161
Cal-Pacific Supply, 662-

8681
CB Premier Real Estate, 

673-9178

Creative Copy, 675-8281
Diamond Communica-

tions, 673-5925
Dominici Carpet Clean-

ing, 674-9391
Electric Bros. Auto, 674-

5043 (By appointment)

Elite Home & Auto Insur-
ance Agency, Seann Garcia, 
675-8400

Enos Hardware, 673-9128
Evans Feed & Livestock, 

673-9420
Eye Candy, 416-7374

Support Our Local Businesses
Chuck Doud/The Madera Tribune

Places of worship, salons and bar-
bershops are now open in Madera 

County, since the state on Tuesday 
okayed the opening of such shops 

under rules of the Department of 
Public Health, which has been trying 

to keep the people safe since the on-
set earlier this year of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Rudy Contraras, right, and 

Julian Hernandez spent a busy day 
Wednesday trimming the hair and 

beards of their customers at Ruben’s 
Barbershop at 1621 Howard Road. 

The men in town hurried to their 
barbers because they didn’t want to 

be picked up by the dog catcher.
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MUSD delivers 1 million meals
By Bill Coate
The Madera Tribune

When the trucks rolled 
out of the Pine Street head-
quarters of Madera Unified’s 
Child Nutrition Department 
on Tuesday, May 26, one of 
them had a special delivery. 
It carried the one millionth 
meal that the district has de-
livered to Madera’s students 
since schools were closed 
on March 13 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

When the school board 
issued the closure order on 
that Friday, Brian Chiarito, 
MUSD Child Nutrition Di-
rector, and his staff had four 

days to convert their ware-
house into a meals factory, 
complete with assembly 
lines, and to be prepared to 
deliver food to the district’s 
18 elementary schools.

As Chiarito recalls it, ev-
erybody gave it everything 
they had on the Saturday, 
Sunday, Monday (a district 
day off), and Tuesday that 
followed the closure order, 
to develop a system in which 
they acquired the product, 
prepared the breakfasts and 
lunches and delivered them to 
the schools. On Wednesday, 
March 18, that system was in 
place and the trucks rolled.

According to Chiarito, 
the meals program quickly 
evolved from daily deliver-
ies to once-a-week deliver-
ies. This meant meals had 
to be prepared, refrigerated 
or frozen, and stored until it 
was time to put them on pal-
lets and deliver them.

Child Nutrition now has 
a failsafe procedure that 
delivers 10,000 meals ev-
ery week for Madera’s kids. 
Every Thursday the bulk 
shipments arrive. Truck af-
ter truck pulls up and un-
loads the ingredients for the 
meals. These include bur-
ritos, sandwiches, cereals, 

Precision greases the wheels of productivity — 10,000 per week

For The Madera 
Tribune
The  
Madera  
Unified 
School 
District Child 
Nutrition De-
partment’s 
production 
line fills  
boxes of 
food for 
students.

Chowchilla High celebrates 100th graduation

Wendy Alexander/The Madera Tribune  
A group of Chowchilla High graduates social distance as they take a group photo in celebration of Chowchilla 
High’s 100th Commencement Ceremony.

Wendy Alexander/
The Madera Tribune  
Chowchilla 
High School 
graduates Mi-
kayla Mendoza 
and Raymond 
Mendoza exit 
the staduim 
after receiving 
their diplomas 
on Wednesday.

Wendy  
Alexander/The 
Madera Tribune  
Parents 
Jennifer 
and Michael 
Woloszyn 
join their 
son Zachary 
following his 
graduation 
ceremony.

Wendy Alexander/ 
The Madera Tribune  

RIGHT — Melissa  
Middleton helps her 

son, Kai, straighten his 
cap as he prepares to 
graduate. Kai plans to 

serve in the U.S. Army.

CENTER — Marielle 
Equipado helps place 
her daughter, Roselin 

Lontok’s CSF tassle on 
her cap.
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